[bookmark: _Hlk48130592]Town of Denton
Town Council PUBLIC HEARING – Proposed revisions of 36.02 Community Center Ordinance
Monday, August 17, 2026
6:30pm
Denton Library

Council Members Present: Beau Carter, Curtis Hershberger, Bjorn Flategraff, Stefani Pineda, April Todd, and Jenn Ostin.
Staff Present: Lorri Shafer, David Deines & Kellie Davis.

The Council reviewed the proposed revisions of 36.02 Community Center Ordinance.

Town of Denton
Town Council Meeting 
Monday, July 20, 2026


The Denton Town Council met on Monday, August 17, 2026, in the Denton Library. Mayor Stephenie Stolle called the meeting to order at 6:57p.m.
Council Members Present: Beau Carter, Curtis Hershberger, Bjorn Flategraff, Stefani Pineda, April Todd, and Jenn Ostin.

Staff Present: Lorri Shafer, David Deines & Kellie Davis.

In attendance: 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

AGENDA:   A Motion was made to adopt the Agenda (Carter/Pineda-unanimous) Public Comment-none. Motion passes.
APPROVE MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk195687958]The July 20th 2026 Minutes were approved (Pineda/Ostin-unanimous) Public Comment-none. Motion passes.
COMMUNICATION
PWD Report- The PWD David Deines stated that there was a water line leak under the highway on Broadway Ave. The contractor excavated and repaired the first leak, but another leak was located on the same line. The contractor stopped excavating when he was 4 feet under the road, a different contractor was contacted to bore under the highway. It discovered that the damaged water line was a lead line, and a new line was put in.
He discovered that there is a meter on the Library Park meter pit, he will start documenting the reading for its usage.
The school is still using the fire hydrant to water the practice field. When he spoke with Cory Kemp, he was told that Cory only opens the hydrant 6 turns. Dave informed him that the hydrant needs to be opened all the way because water will leak out the bottom of the hydrant when not fully open. Dave told the Council that he needs to check the gravel bed under the hydrant.
Montana Rural Water will be here to GPS another section of Town. MET will also be here for the Treatment Plant.
He is planning on moving his office to the shop in the month of September. He will be shutting down the old bulk station at the end of August, and he inquired about the controls for the skid steer’s plow.
Clerk’s Report- We are still having residents sign up for EZ-Pay for their water billing.
She has been covering for two employees, the librarian and the cleaning position. 
The PWD and herself have prepped the big room for CK Spray to start insulating the hall.
Grant Reports
a. Sewer- Nothing to report.
b. EECBG- Air Water Soil completed the lead and asbestos testing. Their invoice was forwarded to MT DEQ Energy Bureau for payment. At this time, we have not received a quote from Peak Electric. This project must be completed by 09/30/2026, all paperwork must be completed and submitted by 10/31/2026.
Accountants’ Report- The Bank Reconciliation, Warrant Report, Statement of Net Position and Statement of Revenues were available of Council review. Lorri spoke about not receiving any payments from the County. She reran the Trial Balance and rechecked her spreadsheets, she noticed that Fergus County filed Denton’s Mill amount wrong. This error will have implications on the taxpayers. With the shortfall of $20,000.00 and the lack of cash from the County, there may be a tax increase of 140% on residents’ tax bill. She said that she may have to amend last year’s budget and change the mill amount. She has been in contact with Dolores Sramek & Kristy Taplin for Fergus County Treasurers office on this matter. She stated that she has contacted the County and asked to be placed on their 08/19/2026 agenda.

Mayor’s Report- She told the Council that she would be looking for grant to help offset the County’s lack of payments. She invited the Council to attend the Fergus County’s Commissioners meeting on Wednesday @ 5:15pm. She has drafted a Violation letter for water meters and a Nuisance letter for properties. She has been working with Councilman Pineda on the Town website. The Fire Department will be holding their annual BBQ on 09/11/2026. The Prayer Banquet is scheduled for 09/12/2026, which will be held here at the Town Hall. This event has requested that a section on Broadway Ave be closed to traffic so children may cross the road safely. 
Council Committee Report- Councilman Flategraff told the Council that USACE will assign a contracting team and plans to conduct an on-site visit prior to the end of October for the levees.
Letters to the Council- 
A letter from Dolly Lee about the upkeep of the cemetery and the Cecil Lense park was discussed. Mayor Stolle stated that she would reach out to the Lions Club to discuss mowing the cemetery. Councilman Flategraff informed the Council of the man hours it takes to mow and trim the cemetery.
A resignation letter from the librarian Laura Stainbrook was also read.
Both letters are in the Minute Book.
NEW BUSINESS:
A Motion was made to approve an option on the rate increase for water. (Pineda/Todd-unanimous) Lorri read MCA 7-13-4304 Authority To Charge For Services to the Council, she gave the Council an allocation of cost and 4 different options on the possibility of raising the base, the usage and or both. According to Rural Development’s Letter of Conditions for the water project, The Council would like more time to make a discussion. A Motion was made to table (Flategraff/Hershberger) Public Comment-none.  All in favor.   Motion passes to table.
[bookmark: _Hlk491859130]A Motion was made to approve the RD report. (Pineda/Todd-unanimous) Public Comment-none. All in favor.   Motion passes.
A Motion was made to hire Strom and Associated for FY 26 audit. (Pineda/Ostin) Public Comment-none. All in favor.  Motion passes.
A discussion was had on FY26 Mill Levy, implications and next steps.
A Motion was made for approval to post for a Public Hearing on Amending FY 26 budget. (Hershberger/Pineda) Public Comment-none. All in favor. Motion passes.
The submission of the FY27 Preliminary Budget was given to the Council. The Preliminary Budget will be available and open until 09/02/2026.
A Motion was made for approval to post for a Public Hearing the FY27 budget. (Carter/Hershberger) Public Comment-none. All in favor. Motion passes.
A Motion was made to approve an ICS checking account with Opportunity Bank. (Pineda/Carter) Public Comment-none. All in favor.  Motion passes.
A Motion was made to purchase a laptop for Clerk & Financial Manager. (Carter/Pineda) Public Comment- none. All in favor. Motion passes.

CONTINUING BUSINESS
A Motion was made to table setting the Hearing Schedule for Legal Notices and Customers Notices (Carter/Pineda-unanimous) Public Comment-none. Motion Passed. 
A Motion was made to accept revisions of the Town Facilities 36.02 Community Center Ordinance, first reading. (Pineda/Carter -unanimous) Public Comment-none.  Motion passed.

OTHER:
Councilmember Hershberger told the Council that he contacted Century and asked them to come and look at the roads for asphalt.  
APPROVE CLAIMS:
A Motion was made to approve claims. Payroll 106-111, 701-705 & 19164-19221 (Carter/Pineda-unanimous) Public Comment-none.  Motion passed.
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA BUT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL. -None

FUTURE AGENDA ITEM 
Public Hearings will be 09/02/2026 2nd. Reading of 26.02 Community Center Ordinance (7:00pm) and presentation acceptance of FY26-27 Budget (7:15pm)
The next regular meeting will be on Monday, September 21, 2026 at 7:00 pm.
Meeting adjourned at 9:02pm



_______________________________	_______________________________
Stephenie Stolle, Mayor	Kellie Davis, Town Clerk
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